
 
BEST OF HOLLAND & BELGIUM:

SPRING TULIPS & CULINARY
TREATS

 
Your 10-night journey includes: River-view stateroom aboard the m/s River Splendor; 9-night

European river cruise to Amsterdam, Enkhuizen, Arnhem, Antwerp, Ghent, Bruges,
Middelburg, Kinderdijk, Rotterdam, Keukenhof Gardens & Amsterdam

 
Each spring, the Dutch countryside comes alive in a blazing patchwork of color as vast fields of tulips
begin to bloom. Glide along the tranquil waterways of the Netherlands and Belgium on this Vantage
Deluxe World Travel luxury river cruise, with ample stops to enjoy the flower-filled culture and
enhanced culinary features.
 
Visit world-famous Keukenhof Gardens and tour a working tulip farm. Witness the inner workings of
the famous Dutch windmills of Kinderdijk and the mammoth Delta Works. Enjoy a boat tour along the
legendary canals of Amsterdam, and explore Antwerp and Rotterdam on guided walking tours. If you
wish, you can also choose to explore by bicycle.
 
Your time on board is just as engaging as your time on shore. Enjoy illuminating lectures designed to
enhance your shoreside discoveries, satisfy your sweet tooth with a chocolate-making demonstration,
and tap into your inner Van Gogh during an instructor-led painting lesson. Throughout your journey,
you’ll dine on delectable 5-star cuisine prepared by our skilled onboard chefs and enjoy lively evening
entertainment.
 
In all, 20 included features and Cultural Connections add up to the most inclusive river cruise of its
kind. Plus, small groups of no more than 20 travelers per excursion guarantee the utmost immersion
in Holland and Belgium.

Reserve Today! Call Toll-Free 1 800 322 6677 - WWW.VANTAGETRAVEL.COM/SAA23

https://www.vantagetravel.com/ourjourneys/deluxe-river-cruises/european-river-cruise/holbe/2023


JOURNEY HIGHLIGHTS
KEUKENHOF GARDENS

This world-famous garden comes
alive every spring with over 7 million
tulip blooms bursting in a
kaleidoscope of colors

BRUGES

Experience enchanting Bruges by
foot and by canal cruise, along with
free time to explore and sample
Belgian delicacies on your own

WINDMILLS

Visit the 19 UNESCO-designated
original windmills of Kinderdijk, all of
them still in working order

AMSTERDAM CANAL CRUISE

Embark on a lovely cruise along
Amsterdam's 17th-century Canal
Ring, which has been designated a
UNESCO World Heritage Site

ANTWERP

Explore the gems of Antwerp on a
walking tour, including a visit to the
cathedral, where you can admire
paintings by Peter Paul Rubens

DELTA WORKS

Witness the innovative minds of the
Dutch at work during a visit to Delta
Works, designed to protect low-lying
Holland from flooding

Reserve Today! Call Toll-Free 1 800 322 6677 - WWW.VANTAGETRAVEL.COM/SAA23
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BULB GROWER FARM

Visit an authentic farm and listen to
a real bulb grower discuss the flower
trade business

Reserve Today! Call Toll-Free 1 800 322 6677 - WWW.VANTAGETRAVEL.COM/SAA23
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YOUR PRICE INCLUDES

Purchase your airfare from Vantage and your

airport transfers, fuel surcharges, and government

taxes and fees are included

•

Accommodations: 9 nights in an outside river-view

stateroom aboard the m/s River Splendor

•

26 meals: 9 breakfasts, 8 lunches, and 9 dinners•

20 included features and Cultural Connections•

Complimentary wine, beer, and soft drinks

included with lunch and dinner during your river cruise

•

Enjoy immersive small group excursions with no

more than 20 travelers per group

•

3 UNESCO World Heritage Sites•

Complimentary Destination Manager to assist with

all your personal requests

•

The services of a Vantage Cruise Director, plus

shipboard commentary, regional experts, and private

motorcoach for excursions

•

Gratuities for local guides and drivers•

All transportation on tour•

All transfers and baggage

handling overseas, beginning with your first night

aboard ship

•

Vantage 5% Travel Reward, received upon your

return, to use toward your next Vantage journey

•

Reserve Today! Call Toll-Free 1 800 322 6677 - WWW.VANTAGETRAVEL.COM/SAA23
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CULINARY HIGHLIGHTS 

Join an onboard cooking class hosted by our world-class

chefs and learn how to prepare regionally inspired

delicacies 

Celebrate the delectable tradition of Belgian chocolate-

making during an onboard chocolate workshop 

Enjoy daily onboard cocktail-making demonstrations 

Sample Ghent’s locally produced Gruutbeer at Gruut

Brewery 

 

Please note: Cooking lessons are limited to 30 participants per session, and advance signup is

required. Lessons will take place in the ship’s Captain’s Club, and participants will be served the

prepared meal afterward. Once you've attended a session, preference will be given to those who

have not yet attended a lesson. Dishes are subject to change based on seasonality, availability of

ingredients, and other factors.  
 
  

BIKING HIGHLIGHTS  
Make the most of your free time by taking advantage of
complimentary bicycles aboard ship. Simply reserve a bike
with your Concierge for up to four hours. We also provide a
lock and helmet, so all you need is firm-soled shoes,
lightweight layers like moisture-wicking fabrics, a
windbreaker, and tight cycling-type pants of breathable fabric
(or padded cycling pants if you're an enthusiast!). If you're
traveling in spring or fall, you may also want to bring gloves
and a hat.   

 
  

ART & CULTURE HIGHLIGHTS 

Gain insight into the history and culture of the destinations you’ll visit

throughout your cruise with informative onboard lectures, part of the

Vantage Lecture Series 

Wander among Antwerp’s impressive architecture and lively

squares, and visit the stunning Cathedral of Our Lady 

Visit a local bulb grower in Enkhuizen and learn about the

Netherlands’ most popular export: colorful tulips! 

SPECIAL INTEREST

Reserve Today! Call Toll-Free 1 800 322 6677 - WWW.VANTAGETRAVEL.COM/SAA23
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Prepare to be amazed by the grandest of Dutch gardens as you spend the day at kaleidoscopic

Keukenhof Gardens. Over seven million tulips, daffodils, hyacinths, and more fill these magnificent

grounds with color and fragrance 

Explore one of Europe's most well-preserved medieval cities and a UNESCO World Heritage Site

during a walking tour of Bruges  

  
 
  

UNESCO & HISTORICAL HIGHLIGHTS 

Visit the 19 UNESCO-designated windmills of Kinderdijk,

the largest historical windmill complex in the world 

Explore the lively medieval city of Bruges, a UNESCO

World Heritage Site teeming with visionary architecture,

charming atmosphere, and modern-day creativity 

Embark on a cruise along Amsterdam’s UNESCO-listed

17th-century canal ring 

Visit the Dutch Delta Works, the world’s largest flood

protection system and one of the Seven Wonders of the Modern World 

  

 
  

PHOTOGRAPHY HIGHLIGHTS  
You’ll want to have your camera ready at all times to capture
the highlights of the Netherlands. Here are a few tips to help
you along the way: 

Don’t be afraid of the dark! Exploring cities and landmarks

at night offers different lighting and unique new

perspectives — just make sure you have a tripod or your

camera comes equipped with a night feature! 

Change your perspective. Try shooting from a different

angle, for example. Climb a stairwell and shoot a

landscape from up high or, alternately, get low and shoot a scene from the ground. Wherever you

are, embrace this artistic challenge by getting out of your comfort zone!  

Take a selfie! You’ll be glad to have a few portraits of yourself at the distinctive landmarks you’ll find

on this journey, especially the gorgeous gardens and towering windmills. 

Look beyond the landmarks — sometimes everyday scenes are just as inspiring, and provide a

lesson in embracing the unexpected and seizing the moment in front of you 
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NATURE HIGHLIGHTS  
Cruise into a breathtaking canvas of winding waterways and
open fields blanketed with flowers. This relaxing river cruise
reveals the tranquil beauty of Holland and Belgium. 

Discover the trade secrets of tulip harvesting as you visit

with some local bulb growers (keep in mind that flowers

may not be in bloom, depending on departure date) 

Explore the seven million tulips, daffodils, and hyacinths

that fill Keukenhof Gardens, one of the world’s largest

flower gardens 

Enjoy a presentation on the beautiful waterways of Holland 

  

 
  

SOLO TRAVEL HIGHLIGHTS Your solo-friendly river cruise
has been enhanced with special features catering to
independent travelers, including:

Complimentary biking options — take a spin alongside

your Destination Manager, who will lead small-group bike

rides, or explore independently with our complimentary

locks, helmets, and biking maps 

A lively social media night and musical performances most

nights 

Solo-friendly social activities, including a Solo Connection mixer 

Onboard entertainment, lectures, and cooking demonstrations 

  

 
  

CONCIERGE SERVICE HIGHLIGHTS  
Prior to your expedition cruise, our complimentary Concierge
service will be available to help you customize your journey.
Here are just a few services your Concierge can provide:

Do you have a special birthday, anniversary, family

reunion or other important event you want to celebrate on

board? Let your Concierge know and he or she can make

all the special arrangements, whether it’s a private

reception in your suite, a gathering in the lounge, and more 

Reserve Today! Call Toll-Free 1 800 322 6677 - WWW.VANTAGETRAVEL.COM/SAA23
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Restaurant reservations. Just notify your Concierge of your interests, and he or she will be happy to

make recommendations, and will call ahead to reserve your table 

Special excursions. Would you like a limo to take you for a special night in the city? Perhaps you’d

like to look up long-lost relatives. Your Concierge is here to help! 

Extend your stay! Your Concierge can help modify your hotel reservations and flights if you decide

to stay on 

Tickets to local concerts, exhibits, theater, sporting events, and more 

 

Take advantage of this free, start-to-finish service by making your requests prior to your journey or

during your journey. We are one of the only companies to offer this level of service! Call 1-888-982-

6824 or email Concierge@vantagetravel.com to speak to a Concierge today, or simply log into My

Portfolio up to two weeks prior to departure.During your journey, your onboard Destination Manager

can assist with any special requests such as spa reservations, hotel reservations, and more.  
 

Reserve Today! Call Toll-Free 1 800 322 6677 - WWW.VANTAGETRAVEL.COM/SAA23
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ROUND-TRIP AMSTERDAM

DAY 1: Board your flight to Amsterdam
DAY 2: Arrive in Amsterdam

m/s River Splendor >

DAY 3: Visit a local tulip farm in Julianadorp
m/s River Splendor >

DAY 4: Uncover the riches of Arnhem on a
walking tour
m/s River Splendor >

DAY 5: Explore the architecture of Antwerp
and satisfy your sweet tooth on board
m/s River Splendor >

DAY 6: Explore Bruges or Ghent with a choice
of tours
m/s River Splendor >

DAY 7: Visit the Dutch Delta Works
m/s River Splendor >

DAY 8: Discover the UNESCO-listed Kinderdijk
windmills and explore Rotterdam
m/s River Splendor >

DAY 9: Marvel at the world-famous Keukenhof
Gardens
m/s River Splendor >

DAY 10: Cruise along Amsterdam’s legendary
canals
m/s River Splendor >

DAY 11: Disembark and transfer to the airport or
begin your optional extension

Reserve Today! Call Toll-Free 1 800 322 6677 - WWW.VANTAGETRAVEL.COM/SAA23
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DAY 1: Board your flight to Amsterdam

Board an overnight flight to Amsterdam, the

Netherlands. Or begin your trip early with a pre-

trip extension in Brussels, Belgium’s

sophisticated capital.

DAY 2: Arrive in Amsterdam

If you purchased your airfare from Vantage, a

representative will meet you at the airport and

assist with the transfer to your ship. This

afternoon, attend a Welcome Briefing.

After a Welcome Drink with the captain, you’ll

enjoy dinner on board. Join us in the lounge

tonight and relax to the sounds of a piano trio as

your ship cruises peacefully towards Enkhuizen.

Cultural Connection:

Onboard evening entertainment in the lounge•

Active Feature:

Biking opportunities throughout the duration of

your cruise — see your Destination Manager to

•

sign up for one of the included cycling tours

Vantage Onboard Enrichment:

Optional early risers’ breakfast in the Captain’s

Club, offered throughout the duration of your

cruise

•

Chess, shuffleboard, track, spa, and other

amenities

•

Included meals: Dinner
m/s River Splendor >

DAY 3: Visit a local tulip farm in Julianadorp

This morning, sit in on an insightful onboard

lecture about life in modern Holland. Then,

discover the trade secrets of tulip harvesting as

you visit with some local bulb growers.* In the

17th century, “Tulipmania” took hold of Holland

as bulbs were traded at exorbitant prices.

Although the bulb market crashed in 1637, the

popularity of Dutch tulips endures to this day.

Following this enriching tour, you’ll have the

afternoon at leisure to explore more of

Amsterdam on your own.

*If tulips are not in season, we will visit a

Reserve Today! Call Toll-Free 1 800 322 6677 - WWW.VANTAGETRAVEL.COM/SAA23
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greenhouse to see the blooms grow up close.

Included Feature:

Tulip farm visit*•

Cultural Connection:

Onboard lecture: “Modern Holland”•

Destination Enhancement: Customize your

journey when you add an optional excursion.

Head out on a guided walking tour of Enkhuizen

and meet with locals during a private onboard

event. Learn more
Included meals: Breakfast, lunch & dinner
m/s River Splendor >

DAY 4: Uncover the riches of Arnhem on a
walking tour

This morning, enjoy scenic cruising and an

onboard presentation on the history of Dutch

waterways as we make our way to Arnhem. Part

of the famed Operation Market Garden of World

War II, this is the landing site of Allied Forces

paratroopers and where an ensuing battle took

place. Following lunch on board, you’ll head out

on a guided walking tour of this historic city. Back

on board, you’ll enjoy an afternoon at leisure.

Later, you'll get a true feel for the local culture as

you practice your pronunciation during a Dutch

language lesson.

Included Feature:

Arnhem walking tour•

Cultural Connections:

Dutch language lesson•

Biking Opportunity:

Join your Destination Manager on a guided

bike ride to Zypendaal Park.

•

Destination Enhancement: Customize your

journey when you add an optional excursion.

Enjoy a choice of museum tours in Arnhem.

Select either the Kröeller-Müller Museum or the

Groesbeek Freedom Museum. Learn more
Included meals: Breakfast, lunch & dinner
m/s River Splendor >

DAY 5: Explore the architecture of Antwerp and
satisfy your sweet tooth on board

Today you’ll discover Antwerp, Belgium’s

second-largest city. Set out on a morning walking

tour, taking in the vibrant attractions, lively cafés,

and beautiful Gothic and Baroque architecture.

You’ll also view the exterior of the Cathedral of

Our Lady. Considered one of Belgium’s

masterpieces of Gothic architecture, this

stunning cathedral houses three paintings from

Flemish master Peter Paul Rubens. You’ll have

leisure time this afternoon to return for an inside

visit on your own.

Back on board, you’ll enjoy lunch, followed

by an afternoon at leisure to further explore

on your own. This evening, savor a real treat:

a delicious Belgian chocolate-making

demonstration presented by a local

confectioner.

Included Feature:

Antwerp walking tour and cathedral visit•

Cultural Connection:

Onboard chocolate-making demonstration•

Active Features:

Tee off at the Royal Antwerp Golf Club,

Belgium’s oldest — contact your Destination

Manager in advance for details

•

Option for a more active take on the Antwerp

walking tour

•

Destination Enhancement: Customize your

journey when you add an optional excursion.

Reserve Today! Call Toll-Free 1 800 322 6677 - WWW.VANTAGETRAVEL.COM/SAA23

https://www.vantagetravel.com/ourjourneys/deluxe-river-cruises/european-river-cruise/holbe/2023


Savor tasty Belgian favorites during an optional

culinary-themed walking tour. Learn more
Included meals: Breakfast, lunch & dinner
m/s River Splendor >

DAY 6: Explore Bruges or Ghent with a choice of
tours

Today, you’ll choose between two unforgettable

experiences in two of Belgium’s most endearing

cities.

Set off for Bruges, a UNESCO World Heritage

Site, on a full-day excursion of this well-

preserved medieval European city. A walking

tour takes you to the Begijnhof area and the

historic city center, where you’ll see highlights

such as the Church of Our Lady and Grote

Markt. Following your tour, you’ll have leisure

time to continue exploring on your own, as well

as provided lunch money to use at any of the

local cafés.

Our alternate tour choice is perfect for beer

lovers! You’ll be whisked off to lively Ghent for a

guided walking tour before embarking on a canal

cruise to popular Gruut Brewery. This craft

brewery is known for their special brewing

process that incorporates herbs instead of hops.

Following a tour of the facilities, you’ll sample

Gruutbeer for yourself  during an included

tasting.

Back on board tonight, you’ll attend the Captain's

Gala Dinner, followed by live entertainment in the

shipboard lounge.

Included Features:

Choice of tours: Full-day Bruges walking tour

with lunch money; or half-day Ghent tour, canal

cruise, and brewery visit

•

Cultural Connections:

Evening entertainment on board provide by

Journey to Dixieland

•

Beer tasting in Ghent•

Active Feature:

Golfers have the opportunity to hit a course

today; contact your Destination Manager in

advance for details

•

Included meals: Breakfast, lunch & dinner
m/s River Splendor >

DAY 7: Visit the Dutch Delta Works

Gain fascinating insight into the innovative minds

of the Dutch as you visit Delta Works. One of the

Seven Wonders of the Modern World, this

engineering marvel was designed to protect low-

lying Holland from flooding. Following your tour,

you’ll return to the ship for lunch. Later, sit in on a

fascinating lecture about the transatlantic

connections forged by Franklin Delano

Roosevelt. Dinner tonight will be on board, with

another informative lecture Holland’s windmills

and waterways afterwards.

Included Feature:

Delta Works visit•

Cultural Connections:

Onboard lecture: “Transatlantic Connections”•

Windmills and Waterways of Holland

presentation

•

Biking Opportunity:

Join your Destination Manager for an easy-

paced, 10-mile bike ride to Veere.

•

Destination Enhancement: Customize your

journey when you add an optional excursion.

Head to the historic village of Veere for a guided

walking tour and oyster tasting. Learn more
Included meals: Breakfast, lunch & dinner

Reserve Today! Call Toll-Free 1 800 322 6677 - WWW.VANTAGETRAVEL.COM/SAA23
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m/s River Splendor >

DAY 8: Discover the UNESCO-listed Kinderdijk
windmills and explore Rotterdam

This morning, you’ll marvel at one of Holland’s

most iconic sites: the famous windmills of

Kinderdijk. Rising high above the polder

landscape of Alblasserwaard, this windmill

complex — the only one of its kind in the world

and a UNESCO World Heritage Site — is deeply

embedded in Dutch history. Constructed in the

early 18th century to deal with the problems of

rising water from the confluence of the Led and

Noork rivers, this incredible site is comprised of

19 windmills, all of which are still in full working

order today. A short canal cruise will provide a

dramatic perspective and you’ll have the

opportunity to step inside one of the windmills to

see how it works.

Following dinner on board this evening, dance

the night away at a “Netherlands Night Fever”

musical performance. Or, join us for a guided

Rotterdam pub crawl and sample some of

Holland’s famous pale lagers.

Included Feature:

Kinderdijk windmills tour and canal cruise•

Cultural Connections:

Onboard painting lesson•

Rotterdam pub crawl•

Evening onboard entertainment: “Netherlands

Night Fever”

•

Biking Opportunities:

Join your Destination Manager on an easy-

paced bike tour of Kinderdijk, including a

delicious cheese tasting at a popular local farm

shop.

•

Explore Rotterdam by bicycle on an easy and•

flat 6-mile route that takes you across the

Willemsbrug and Erasmus Bridge.

Destination Enhancement: Customize your

journey when you add an optional excursion.

Head into Rotterdam in the afternoon for a

guided walking tour and and a visit to the Market

Hall with included tasting. Learn more
Included meals: Breakfast, lunch & dinner
m/s River Splendor >

DAY 9: Marvel at the world-famous Keukenhof
Gardens

You'll be amazed by the grandest of Dutch

gardens today as you travel to Keukenhof

Gardens — the world’s largest flower fields and

the heart of Dutch flower production. Once the

kitchen garden of a medieval castle, this stunning

showcase features more than seven million tulips

and a variety of other flowers in both indoor and

outdoor exhibits. You’ll have leisure time to

explore the gardens on your own and receive a

stipend for lunch. Back on the ship this evening,

share a Farewell Drink with your fellow

passengers before dinner.

Included Feature:

Excursion to Keukenhof Gardens with voucher

for lunch

•

Included meals: Breakfast, lunch & dinner
m/s River Splendor >

DAY 10: Cruise along Amsterdam’s legendary
canals

This morning, discover the historic homes and

timeless, fairytale beauty of Amsterdam as you

embark on a scenic cruise along the city’s

famous 17th-century canal ring. This entire

district is designated as a UNESCO World

Heritage Site, due to its unique cultural and

historical value. You’ll have the remainder of the

Reserve Today! Call Toll-Free 1 800 322 6677 - WWW.VANTAGETRAVEL.COM/SAA23

https://www.vantagetravel.com/ourjourneys/deluxe-river-cruises/european-river-cruise/holbe/2023


afternoon at your leisure to continue your

exploration of Amsterdam at your own pace.

Back on board, you’ll enjoy an engaging lecture

about the constitutional monarchy of the

Netherlands and the Dutch royal family. Later,

enjoy a delicious dinner and an evening at

leisure on board.

Included Feature:

Amsterdam canal cruise•

Cultural Connection:

Onboard lecture: “Dutch Royals”•
Included meals: Breakfast, lunch & dinner
m/s River Splendor >

DAY 11: Disembark and transfer to the airport or
begin your optional extension

Enjoy a final breakfast on the ship before

disembarking and transferring to the Amsterdam

airport for your return flight home. Or, head off to

Paris for a 3-night extension.

Included meals: Breakfast

Important Notice:The above day-by-day itinerary is

preliminary and subject to change. If changes occur

while on tour, you will be notified by your Cruise Director

or regional expert. In addition, should there be an

extreme change in water levels, Vantage will do

everything possible to provide either the included

excursion or an alternate excursion at Vantage’s

discretion.

Please Note: Port Times & Itineraries are subject to

change. Fluctuating water levels may affect itinerary.
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m/s River Splendor  
Reoutfitted for the 2021 sailing season, the m/s River Splendor was launched with aplomb in the

spring of 2013 and just keeps getting better. Boasting 5-star features, including brand-new adjoining-

room categories and supplement-free single cabins (AS category) on the top decks, the m/s River

Splendor offers the most expansive views and values available for solo travelers today!

Designed with the American traveler in mind 

Owner’s Suite is 330 square feet with all the amenities of a Deluxe suite including a minibar 

14 supplement-free solo cabins, 6 with French balconies 

8 adjoining cabins to stay close to friends and family 

Solo Connections — Exclusive onboard events 

Exclusive Destination Manager service available on every departure 

State-of-the-art interactive features on board, including video on demand, access to many U.S. TV

channels, GPS tracking, and ship-wide Wi-Fi! 

Single stateroom/s with French Balconies 

81% of staterooms have French balconies 

All staterooms feature twin beds that convert to a double 

Large flat-screen color TV 

Intimate cruising with no more than 174 passengers on board 

Elevator between each deck in the interior of the ship. 

Non-smoking throughout interior (designated smoking area on open-air Solaris Deck) 

Best crew-to-passenger ratio you’ll find anywhere! Better than 4-to-1! 

Please note: Internet connectivity may be limited or unavailable depending on ship location, signal

availability, and volume of onboard usage. During peak river cruise sailing periods, it is common for

ships to tie up alongside each other at select piers. You may have to occasionally step across other

boats to get to shore, and may have temporarily obstructed views. 

ACCOMMODATIONS

Reserve Today! Call Toll-Free 1 800 322 6677 - WWW.VANTAGETRAVEL.COM/SAA23
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Sofitel Brussels Le Louise
★★★★★
Located in the exclusive Avenue Louise area, the 5-
star Sofitel Brussels Le Louise was designed by
acclaimed architect Antoine Pinto with a theatrical
and stylish atmosphere in mind. Room amenities
include a bath and shower, TV, minibar, and high-
speed and broadband Internet access, and the
hotel’s Crystal Lounge restaurant and bar offers an
exquisite culinary experience.

Paris Marriott Opera Ambassador
Hotel ★★★★
Discover the captivating charm and mysterious
intrigue of the City of Light at the Paris Marriott
Opera Ambassador Hotel. This luxury property is
conveniently situated in the heart of the Opera
District near iconic Parisian attractions, including
the Louvre and the Moulin Rouge. You'll find easy
access to upscale shopping, charming cafés, and
world-class dining within steps of the hotel. After
discovering Paris' hidden gems, take time to
explore the 4-star amenities, including a modern
gym and a renowned onsite French restaurant. In
the evening, retire to meticulously-designed
accommodations...
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