
 
MEDITERRANEAN EMPIRES:

GREECE, TURKEY, CYPRUS & THE
HOLY LAND

 
Your 15-night journey includes: 10-night small ship cruise to Piraeus, Naxos, Bodrum,

Antalya, Limassol, Haifa, Heraklion, Piraeus; 4 nights at a Deluxe hotel in Athens (2 pre- and 2
post-cruise)

 
The Mediterranean has long enraptured travelers with its ancient history, rich culture, and
breathtaking sites. You’ll discover the wonders of this region aboard this luxurious Vantage Deluxe
World Travel small ship cruise.
 
Uncover centuries of history among the ruins of Athens, explore an ancient castle in Turkey, visit the
UNESCO World Heritage Site of Paphos, and delve into biblical history in Israel. In all, 9 included
features and Cultural Discoveries will provide a glimpse into the long-held beliefs and deep-seated
cultures of the destinations you’ll visit.
 
Throughout the entirety of your luxurious small ship cruise, you’ll indulge in the first-class amenities
aboard the elegant Ocean Odyssey. Treat yourself to a pampering treatment at the spa, join an
instructor-led class at the fitness center, savor gourmet cuisine at one of several onboard restaurants,
pick up a page-turner at the well-stocked library, or simply relax on the top-level sundeck and enjoy
the panoramic views with a cocktail in hand.
 
However you choose to spend your time aboard, your shipboard staff will be there to ensure your
satisfaction and comfort at every turn. This is luxury small ship cruising at its finest, with every amenity
you could desire. Your ship’s low passenger-to-crew ratio also ensure that you’ll receive the best
personalized service at sea and meaningful interactions while ashore.

Reserve Today! Call Toll-Free 1 800 322 6677 - WWW.VANTAGETRAVEL.COM/OPP25

https://www.vantagetravel.com/ourjourneys/deluxe-small-ship-cruises/mediterranean-small-ship-cruise/oppxx/2025


ance of our complimentary worldwide Concierge service. Plus, you can explore even more of this
naturally stunning region with optional extensions to Istanbul, Turkey, or Lake Bled, Slovenia.

Reserve Today! Call Toll-Free 1 800 322 6677 - WWW.VANTAGETRAVEL.COM/OPP25

https://www.vantagetravel.com/ourjourneys/deluxe-small-ship-cruises/mediterranean-small-ship-cruise/oppxx/2025


JOURNEY HIGHLIGHTS
OCEAN ODYSSEY

Soak in the unparalleled beauty of the
Mediterranean aboard the 5-star
Ocean Odyssey

ATHENS, GREECE

Discover the wonders of ancient Greece
in Athens

NAXOS, GREECE

Visit the largest island in the Cyclades
and the cultural center of ancient
Greece

HAIFA, ISRAEL

Explore this picturesque port and cross
the Sea of Galilee by boat

PAPHOS, CYPRUS

Uncover the treasures of this UNESCO
World Heritage Site on an included
walking tour

ANTALYA, TURKEY

Stroll through the labyrinthine streets of
this picture-perfect Turkish port

Reserve Today! Call Toll-Free 1 800 322 6677 - WWW.VANTAGETRAVEL.COM/OPP25
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YOUR PRICE INCLUDES

Purchase your airfare from Vantage and your

airport transfers, fuel surcharges, and government

taxes and fees are included

•

Accommodations for 14 nights, 2 nights at the

Divani Caravel (or similar) in Athens prior to your

cruise, 10 nights aboard the 5-star Ocean Odyssey,

and 2 additional nights at the Divani Caravel (or

similar) in Athens after your cruise

•

33 meals: 14 breakfasts, 9 lunches, and 10 dinners,

with complimentary wine, beer, and soft drinks during

dinner on board

•

9 included features and Cultural Discoveries•

UNESCO World Heritage Site: Paphos, Cyprus•

The services of a Vantage Cruise Director and

Program Manager, plus shipboard commentary,

regional experts, and private motorcoach for

excursions

•

Complimentary Destination Manager on board ship

to assist with all your personal requests

•

Gratuities for local guides and drivers•

All transportation on tour•

All transfers and baggage handling when overseas,

beginning with your first hotel

•

Vantage’s 5% Travel Reward, received upon your

return, to use toward your next Vantage journey

•

Reserve Today! Call Toll-Free 1 800 322 6677 - WWW.VANTAGETRAVEL.COM/OPP25
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SMALL SHIP CRUISING HIGHLIGHTS  
Our 5-star fleet offers an authentic sailing experience to make
your journey unforgettable. While onboard, indulge in a relaxing
massage at the spa, or try hot-rock cooking at the onboard
restaurant. Then, disembark for an eye-opening visit to a local
winery or a walking tour of some of the world’s most iconic cities
and undiscovered gems. All the while, enjoy these world-class ship
amenities:

77 cabins, including a landmark 15 solo cabins, most of which
have full walk-out balconies, for the most flexible style of travel — plus, suites designed for comfortable triple-
occupancy as well as adjoining room options 
A culinary program offering gourmet dining incorporating regional fare, with wine and beer included at dinner 
Spa, massage, and hair services available at the onboard spa 
Sauna 
Two hot tubs 
Fitness center 
Curated lectures, programs, musical performances, and cultural events 
Low passenger-to-crew ratio, plus onboard Destination Manager 
Knowledgeable staff by region 
Onboard medical doctor (travelers are responsible for medical fees associated with doctor visit and
medications) 
Gift Shop 
Library with over 200 titles 
Separate, intimate dining space for groups or special events (available upon request) 
Complimentary unlimited WiFi (WiFi on certain segments of trips may not be available) 
Entertainment programming with 100 movie titles 
Environmentally friendly standards with reduced emissions into air and sea and lower energy consumption 
Dynamic positioning technology 
State-of-the-art safety technology, Polar Code 6 compliant, and fully compliant with the latest SOLAS
requirements in expedition cruising 
Rolls-Royce stabilizer system; “Safe Return to Port” technology 

 
 
 
 
  
 

SPECIAL INTEREST
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ART & CULTURE HIGHLIGHTS 

Admire a breathtaking collection of art and antiquities during a
sightseeing tour of Athens 
Explore Naxos, the largest island in the Cyclades and the cultural
center of ancient Greece and Byzantium           
Visit the vibrant beach town of Bodrum, formerly known as the
ancient Ionian city of Halicarnassus, site of the Tomb of King
Mausolus 

View Antalya's stunning Hadrian’s Gate, a triumphal arch built in 130 BC to honor visiting Roman emperor
Hadrian 
Set out on a half-day tour of the UNESCO World Heritage Site Paphos, known for its natural and cultural
treasures 
Discover Haifa's biblical past and enjoy a special lunch of St. Peter's Fish, mentioned in the Book of Matthew 
Heraklion is home to many interesting sites, including the archaeological sites of Knossos, Gortyn, and
Phaestos, the Fortress of Heraklion Town and various monasteries 

  
 
  

UNESCO & HISTORICAL HIGHLIGHTS 

A sightseeing tour of Athens will provide a glimpse into the
storied history and mythology of ancient Greece 
Stop in Paphos, a UNESCO World Heritage Site 
Discover Haifa's biblical past and enjoy a special lunch of St.
Peter's Fish, mentioned in the Book of Matthew 
Tour 15th-century Bodrum Castle, also known as St. Peter’s
Castle, in Turkey 

  

 
  

CULINARY HIGHLIGHTS  
Savor a special lunch in Galilee: St. Peter’s Fish  
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PHOTOGRAPHY HIGHLIGHTS The magnificent Mediterranean
is a wonder for the senses, from its sprawling sea- and landscapes
to its ancient landmarks. Here are a few tips to help you capture
beautiful and memorable pictures:

Take your time to capture an image. Think like a photographer
and slow down to compose your shot. Remember: tourists take
pictures, while photographers make images 
From massive castles to vast landscapes, you’ll encounter large
landmarks on this trip, which might create pressure to fit
everything into one shot. Instead, try focusing on a distinctive

feature rather than trying to incorporate everything into frame 
Incorporate your surroundings. Don’t try to edge out other tourists from your photos, but use them to
enhance the scene. Try tilting the camera at your target, including tourists and the real scene in the
background or forefront, and the image instantly is more intriguing than a generic snapshot 
Pursue quirky composition — shooting off-center makes for a more artsy, unique shot 

  
 
  

SOLO TRAVEL HIGHLIGHTS  
On this small ship ocean cruise, independent travelers will enjoy
solo-friendly features, such as:

Onboard Destination Manager to personalize your expedition 
Water-sport opportunities, depending on the location 
A lively social media night and musical performances most nights 
Solo-friendly social activities, including a Solo Connection mixer 
Onboard entertainment, lectures, and cooking demonstrations 

Health and wellness options, including onboard spa, jacuzzis, and a gym 
  

 
  

CONCIERGE SERVICE HIGHLIGHTS  
Prior to your journey, our complimentary Concierge service will be
available to help you customize your experience. Here are just a
few services your Concierge can provide

Do you have a special birthday, anniversary, family reunion or
other important event you want to celebrate on board? Let your
Concierge know and he or she can make all the special
arrangements, whether it’s a private reception in your suite, a

gathering in the lounge, and more 
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Restaurant reservations. Just notify your Concierge of your interests, and he or she will be happy to make
recommendations, and will call ahead to reserve your table 
Special excursions. Would you like a limo to take you for a special night in the city? Perhaps you’d like to look
up long-lost relatives. Your Concierge is here to help! 
Extend your stay! Your Concierge can help modify your hotel reservations and flights if you decide to stay on 
Tickets to local concerts, exhibits, theater, sporting events, and more 

 
Take advantage of this free, start-to-finish service by making your requests prior to your journey. Call 1-888-
982-6824 or email Concierge@vantagetravel.com to speak to a Concierge today, or simply log into My Portfolio
up to two weeks prior to departure.During your journey, your onboard Destination Manager can assist with any
special requests such as spa reservations, hotel reservations, and more.  
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ATHENS TO ATHENS

DAY 1: Board an overnight flight to
Athens, Greece

DAY 2: Arrive in Athens today
Divani Caravel Hotel or similar

DAY 3: Enjoy Athens at your leisure
Divani Caravel Hotel or similar

DAY 4: Transfer to Piraeus and embark
the Ocean Odyssey
Ocean Odyssey >

DAY 5: Explore the lush island of Naxos
Ocean Odyssey >

DAY 6: A walking tour of ancient Bodrum
and its castle
Ocean Odyssey >

DAY 7: Relax on board with a day at sea
Ocean Odyssey >

DAY 8: Set out on a guided tour of
ancient Antalya
Ocean Odyssey >

DAY 9: Uncover the treasures of
UNESCO-listed Paphos
Ocean Odyssey >

DAY 10: Discover Haifa’s biblical past
Ocean Odyssey >

DAYS 11-
12:

Enjoy two relaxing days at sea
Ocean Odyssey >

DAY 13: Find beauty in Heraklion’s history
Ocean Odyssey >

DAY 14: Disembark the Ocean Odyssey
and visit Athens’ landmarks
Divani Caravel Hotel or similar

DAY 15: Craft your own itinerary in Athens
Divani Caravel Hotel or similar

DAY 16: Return home today

Reserve Today! Call Toll-Free 1 800 322 6677 - WWW.VANTAGETRAVEL.COM/OPP25

https://www.vantagetravel.com/ourjourneys/deluxe-small-ship-cruises/mediterranean-small-ship-cruise/oppxx/2025


 
 

DAY 1: Board an overnight flight to Athens,
Greece

Board an overnight flight to Athens, Greece. Or,

depart earlier for your optional pre-trip extension

in Istanbul.

DAY 2: Arrive in Athens today

Welcome to Athens! If you purchased your

airfare from Vantage, a Vantage representative

will meet you at the airport and assist with

transfers to your hotel. Get settled in and relax.

Dinner tonight is on your own.

Divani Caravel Hotel or similar

DAY 3: Enjoy Athens at your leisure

Following breakfast at your hotel, you’ll have a

day at leisure to explore Athens’ landmarks and

historical sites, with lunch and dinner on your

own.

Included meals: Breakfast
Divani Caravel Hotel or similar

DAY 4: Transfer to Piraeus and embark the Ocean
Odyssey

Your day will begin with breakfast at your hotel.

Later, you’ll transfer to Piraeus and embark

the Ocean Odyssey. Settle into your sumptuous

stateroom and acquaint yourself with your

luxurious vessel. After a Welcome Briefing and

cocktail hour, enjoy your first dinner onboard.

Included meals: Breakfast & dinner

Reserve Today! Call Toll-Free 1 800 322 6677 - WWW.VANTAGETRAVEL.COM/OPP25
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Ocean Odyssey >

DAY 5: Explore the lush island of Naxos

Today you’ll head out on a walking tour of Naxos,

the largest island in the Cyclades and the cultural

center of ancient Greece and Byzantium. Housed

in an elegant, 800-year-old Venetian mansion,

the Archaeological Museum features an

impressive display of artifacts from the early

Cycladic period. Nestled in the hills of Naxos is

Halki, the island’s most picturesque village and

its former capital. Here you’ll find an old distillery

museum, run by the same family since its

opening in 1896, and two ancient monasteries.

Benefitting from its high mountains and

substantial rainfall, this fertile island is known for

its abundance of produce, including olives,

grapes, figs, citrus fruit, corn, and potatoes.

You’ll have leisure time following your walking

tour, a perfect opportunity to pop into a laidback

taverna for a tasty meal comprised of fresh local

ingredients.

Included Feature:

Naxos walking tour•
Included meals: Breakfast, lunch & dinner
Ocean Odyssey >

DAY 6: A walking tour of ancient Bodrum and its
castle

Located on the southeastern coast of the

Aegean, the vibrant beach town of Bodrum is an

underrated gem for travelers seeking a

destination off the beaten path. Formerly known

as the ancient Ionian city of Halicarnassus, this is

the site of the Tomb of King Mausolus, one of the

Seven Wonders of the Ancient World. You’ll set

out on a walking tour of this historical city, visiting

its namesake castle. Constructed by the Knights

of St. John in AD 1402, this massive fortification

features four towers bearing the names of the

nations responsible for their construction:

English, French, German, and Italian. The

castle’s construction was completed in the late

15th century, and was taken over by the Islamic

Ottoman Empire in 1523, remaining under their

rule for almost 400 years. In the early 1960s, it

became the site of the award-winning Bodrum

Museum of Underwater Archaeology.

Included Feature:

Bodrum walking tour and castle visit•

Destination Enhancement: Customize your

journey when you add an optional excursion.

Extend your discoveries in Bodrum and add an

optional gulet cruise to your castle visit. Learn

more
Included meals: Breakfast, lunch & dinner
Ocean Odyssey >

DAY 7: Relax on board with a day at sea

Enjoy a day at sea as the Ocean Odyssey makes

its way to Antalya. Visit the spa, get in a workout

at the gym, lounge and relax on the sun deck

catching up with a great book, and enjoy the

fabulous cuisine the chefs are creating just for

you!

Onboard Enhancement: Customize your journey

when you add an optional onboard experience.

Enhance your time on board with one of our

Vantage-exclusive activities, including wine and

whiskey tastings, a multicourse Chef’s Table

Dinner, or an exclusive wine-pairing dinner.

Learn more
Included meals: Breakfast, lunch & dinner
Ocean Odyssey >

DAY 8: Set out on a guided tour of ancient
Antalya

With its picture-perfect beaches, mild climate,

and stunning architecture, it’s no wonder that

Reserve Today! Call Toll-Free 1 800 322 6677 - WWW.VANTAGETRAVEL.COM/OPP25
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Antalya has become a favorite destination for

visitors to Turkey. Turquoise waters and long

stretches of golden sand welcome you ashore to

begin your guided walking tour of its labyrinthine

streets, taking in unmissable sites such as

Hadrian’s Gate. This triumphal arch, built in 130

BC to honor visiting Roman emperor Hadrian, is

the only remaining entrance gate in the walls that

surround the city. Stroll along Antalya’s narrow,

cobbled lanes and get lost in a bit of Ottoman

history.

Included Feature:

Antalya walking tour•

Destination Enhancement: Customize your

journey when you add an optional excursion. Get

a bird’s eye view of Antalya and its surroundings

when you ascend Tünektepe summit aboard a

cable car. Learn more
Included meals: Breakfast, lunch & dinner
Ocean Odyssey >

DAY 9: Uncover the treasures of UNESCO-listed
Paphos

Upon arrival in Limassol today you’ll set out on a

half-day tour of Paphos. This UNESCO World

Heritage Site is known for its natural and cultural

treasures. You’ll stop to view Aphrodite’s Rock,

said to be the spot from where the Greek

goddess of love and beauty rose from the sea.

Next, visit the 4th-century ruins of

Chrysopolitissa Church and St. Paul’s Pillar, built

on the remains of a Byzantine basilica. Continue

on to the Paphos Archaeological Park and view

the remarkably preserved floor mosaics of the

Houses of Dionysos, Aion, and Theseus. At the

end of your tour, you’ll have free time to relax at

the Harbor of Paphos before returning to the

ship.

Included Feature:

Half-day tour of Paphos•

Cultural Discovery:

Onboard lecture•

Evening onboard entertainment•
Included meals: Breakfast, lunch & dinner
Ocean Odyssey >

DAY 10: Discover Haifa’s biblical past

Today, you’ll arrive in Haifa, a picturesque port in

the shadow of Israel’s Mt. Carmel. Head out on a

full-day excursion, visiting many notable places

from the life of Jesus, beginning with a stop in

Nazareth. Marvel at the mosaic-filled Basilica of

the Annunciation, then view the Wedding Church

where it is said that Jesus turned water into wine.

You’ll continue on to the ancient fishing village of

Capernaum and see the ancient synagogue

where Jesus taught. At a local restaurant, you’ll

enjoy a special lunch of St. Peter’s Fish, as noted

in the book of Matthew. Finally, you’ll board a

boat and cross the legendary Sea of Galilee,

where it is believed Jesus performed the miracle

of walking on water. You’ll return to the ship

following your tour.

Included Feature:

Full-day Galilee excursion•
Included meals: Breakfast, lunch & dinner
Ocean Odyssey >

DAYS 11-12: Enjoy two relaxing days at sea

Enjoy two days to relax on board your floating

resort at sea. This is the perfect opportunity to

indulge in a spa treatment or meet friends for

drinks in the lounge.

Onboard Enhancement: Customize your journey

when you add an optional onboard experience.

Enhance your time on board with one of our

Reserve Today! Call Toll-Free 1 800 322 6677 - WWW.VANTAGETRAVEL.COM/OPP25
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Vantage-exclusive activities, including wine and

whiskey tastings, a multicourse Chef’s Table

Dinner, or an exclusive wine-pairing dinner.

Learn more
Included Meals: 2 Breakfasts, 2 Lunches, 2 Dinners
Ocean Odyssey >

DAY 13: Find beauty in Heraklion’s history

Heraklion is among Crete’s most popular

destinations, welcoming visitors to discover its

many beautiful villages. The region of Heraklion

has many interesting sites to visit, including the

archaeological sites of Knossos, Gortyn, and

Phaestos, the Fortress of Heraklion Town, and

various monasteries. Today, you’ll explore this

area on a guided walking tour.

Included Features:

Heraklion walking tour•

Destination Enhancement: Customize your

journey when you add an optional excursion.

Explore more of Crete with an optional excursion

to Spinalonga Island and Agios Nikolaos. Learn

more
Included meals: Breakfast, lunch & dinner
Ocean Odyssey >

DAY 14: Disembark the Ocean Odyssey and visit
Athens’ landmarks

Arrive in Piraeus this morning and disembark the

Ocean Odyssey. You’ll transfer to your hotel,

enjoying a panoramic sightseeing tour of Athens

along the way. This sophisticated capital of

Greece is where mythology and ancient history

come alive. You’ll visit the Tomb of the Unknown

Soldier, Parliament House, the Panathenaic

Stadium, and the Presidential Palace. Along

famed Panepistimiou Avenue, you’ll pass the

Catholic Cathedral, Academy of Athens,

University of Athens, and the National Library.

Enjoy lunch on your own, perhaps seeking out a

restaurant in the charming Plaka district, nestled

at the foot of Acropolis Hill. The rest of the

afternoon is at your leisure.

Athens sightseeing and walking tour•

Destination Enhancement: Customize your

journey when you add an optional excursion.

Make the most of your time in Athens with an

optional visit of the UNECO-listed ancient

Acropolis. Learn more
Included meals: Breakfast
Divani Caravel Hotel or similar

DAY 15: Craft your own itinerary in Athens

You’ll have a full day at leisure in Athens today to

explore at your own pace.

Included meals: Breakfast
Divani Caravel Hotel or similar

DAY 16: Return home today

Today, you’ll transfer to the Athens airport for

your return flight home.

Included meals: Breakfast

Please Note: Ocean cruising is not the same

experience as river cruising; as such, you may

experience fluctuating tides and weather patterns that

may involve some rocking of your vessel. Itineraries will

include all activities as planned except in extreme cases

that can’t be controlled by your shipboard crew. Day-by-

day itineraries are preliminary and therefore subject to

change. If changes occur while on tour, you will be

notified by your Cruise Director or regional expert.
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Ocean Odyssey  
The intimate Ocean Explorer and Ocean Odyssey are the cruise industry’s newest and most premier

small ships built for global expedition travel, and ready to go to some of the world’s most far-reaching

destinations. Accommodating just 134 guests, the ship is outfitted with the latest satellite,

sustainability, and navigation capabilities, including SOLAS “Safe Return to Port” requirements and

ULSTEIN X-BOW® technology, a significant enhancement for smooth sailing in polar seas 

On all Vantage expedition cruises, education is an essential component of the journey. Enjoy talks

from notable scholars, onboard historians who travel alongside you, and handpicked regional experts.

On polar expeditions with Vantage, you’ll attend lectures, lessons, and activities offered by a 17-

member Expedition Team of experts in fields ranging from biology to oceanography.

In your downtime, you’ll find relaxation and luxury aboard the Ocean Explorer and Ocean Odyssey.

Visit the gym or onboard spa for a facial, massage, even a haircut. Soak in the hot tub after a

rewarding day of sightseeing. Enjoy gourmet fare for breakfast, lunch, and dinner, plus outstanding

culinary experiences built into your journey. And because there’s no more than 134 fellow travelers

on expedition cruises, you’ll enjoy small group outings by day and share meals, stories, and fun with

new friends by night. These fabulous expedition vessels offer: 

77 cabins, including a landmark 15 solo cabins 

30 triple-ready cabins available 

Vantage offers FREE roommate-matching services if you'd like to be paired while you travel 

Spacious, all outside-facing cabins 

134-guest capacity 

Zodiac trips to get as close as possible to nature 

The latest satellite and navigation capabilities, including ULSTEIN X-BOW® technology 

Intimate crew-to-passenger ration, plus onboard Destination Manager 

ACCOMMODATIONS
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Environmentally friendly standards with reduced emissions into air and sea and lower energy

consumption 
 

Amenities:

A culinary program offering gourmet dining and regional fare, with wine and beer included at dinner 

Hot-rock cooking restaurant 

Multistory lounge and lobby 

Three bars and various lounges 

Top deck observation deck for gatherings, lecturers, performances, and more 

Spa, massage, and hair services available at the onboard spa 

Sauna 

Two hot tubs 

Fitness center 

Curated lectures, programs, musical performances, and cultural events 

Low passenger-to-crew ratio, plus onboard Destination Manager (not available on expeditions) 

Onboard medical doctor (travelers are responsible for medical fees associated with doctor visit and

medications) 

Gift Shop 

Library with over 200 titles 

Separate, intimate dining space for groups or special events (available upon request) 

Complimentary unlimited WiFi (WiFi on certain segments of trips may not be available) 

20+ live TV channels featuring popular U.S. news channels, the Food Network, the Travel Channel,

and National Geographic 

Entertainment and video on demand for 250 classic movies 

Divani Caravel Hotel ★★★★★
A member of the Leading Hotels of the World, the
stunning Divani Caravel Hotel offers an unbeatable
location just minutes away from Constitution
Square in the heart of Athens. Elegant guest rooms
reveal modern amenities and classical charm, while
the hotel features a variety of restaurants and
lounge/bars, a rooftop health club and spa, and an
indoor/outdoor swimming pool with amazing views
of Athens and the Acropolis.
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The Marmara Taksim ★★★★★
This Superior First-Class hotel has a contemporary
interior design and is located in the high central
point in Istanbul, Taksim Square, with views of
Bosphorus or the Golden Horn estuary. Hotel
facilities include two restaurants, cafe, room
service, business center, currency exchange,
concierge services, barber/hair stylist, laundry/dry
cleaning service, gift shop, outdoor pool, and health
club with spa/massage and hot tub. Guest rooms
feature air conditioning, cable/satellite TV, phone
with voicemail, high-speed Internet access, minibar,
coffee maker, in-room safe, and private bathroom.
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